Frequently Asked Questions
ECF Fellowship

What is the purpose of the ECF Fellowship?

The ECF Fellowship supports academic and artistic research engaging with the historical archives
of the European Cultural Foundation (ECF), now housed at the Historical Archives of the European
Union (HAEU) in Florence. The programme aims to generate new knowledge, interpretations, and
creative work that connect ECF's history to contemporary debates about culture, Europe,
democracy, solidarity, and belonging.

What types of fellowships are available?
There are two fellowship tracks:
e Academic Research Fellowship (€5,000)
e Artistic Research Fellowship (€10,000)
The Artistic Research Fellowship includes support for both research and artistic production.

Must projects focus exclusively on ECF?

Projects must be centred on the European Cultural Foundation archives and make substantial use of
the collection. Applicants are expected to formulate research questions that emerge from, and are
investigated through, the archival materials.

Projects may situate the archives within broader cultural, social, political, intellectual, or artistic
contexts, and may draw connections to wider European developments.

However, projects in which the ECF archives play only a secondary or illustrative role are unlikely
to be competitive.

Does the fellowship include support for presenting or disseminating the final outcome?

No. Applicants are expected to include a dissemination plan in their proposal, but the fellowship
does not provide additional funding or guaranteed support for the presentation, publication,
exhibition, or dissemination of the final outcome.

Where can I learn more about the archives?

Information about the ECF archives can be found through the fellowship call materials and through
the Historical Archives of the European Union. Applicants are encouraged to familiarise themselves
with the archive before submitting a proposal.

Applicants may also consult the exhibition catalogue Building European Belonging: Inside the
Archives of the European Cultural Foundation, which offers an introduction to the Foundation's
history and highlights selected materials from the collection.

Is it possible to consult the archives before submitting an application?

Yes. Applicants may consult the portion of the European Cultural Foundation archives that has
already been inventoried and made available through the Historical Archives of the European Union
(HAEU).
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Please note that the processing and publication of the ECF archival collection is still ongoing. As a
result, only part of the collection is currently accessible, while additional materials are being
inventoried and will become available progressively over the coming months.

By the end of June 2026, all descriptions of the inventoried material, together with the archival tree
structure, are expected to be available on the HAEU website. This will allow prospective applicants
to gain an overview of the collection and identify materials relevant to their proposed research.

In which languages are the archives available?
The archive is primarily in English, with substantial holdings in French, German, and Dutch.
Materials in additional languages may also be found.

Is there a fixed fellowship period?

No. There is no fixed fellowship period or residency requirement.

Fellows are expected to complete their research project and final output within two years of signing
the Grant Agreement. The timing, duration, and organisation of archival research visits to the
Historical Archives of the European Union (HAEU) in Florence are left to the discretion of the
fellow, provided they are appropriate to the proposed project and research plan.

Can I contact ECF before submitting an application?

Yes. Prospective applicants may contact the fellowship team with questions about eligibility,
archival holdings, or the application process.

Questions can be addressed to Lore Gablier: Igablier@culturalfoundation.eu
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