What the Proposed EU Budget Could Mean for Culture: An
Encouraging Start, But Not Yet a (Cultural) Deal
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The European Commission has published its proposal for the EU’s next seven-year budget
(2028-2034), and it's as ambitious as our times demand. Although the proposed total EU
budget of nearly 2 trillion (€1984.6 billion) might sound a lot, it's only about 1.26% of the EU’s
Gross National Income (GNI). By comparison, the current EU budget amounts to 1.13% of the
EU’s Gross National Income. Considering what the EU needs to tackle - from security and
defence to democracy and climate, from trade to health and from Al to global competition, the
sum is not at all exorbitant — in contrary!

According to Politico, culture is among the winners with a doubled budget (not counting
inflation) for Creative Europe, namely from €2.44 to €4.99 billion for culture and media, and
their integration together with the citizens, equality, rights and values programme (CERV) into
a larger AgoraEU programme with a proposed total budget of €8.6 billion. It is encouraging
from both a budget and a content perspective.

The new AgoraEU programme, worth €8.6 billion, is a values-driven framework combining
three strands under one roof:

« Culture strand (€1.8 billion for Creative Europe — Culture);
* Media strand (€3.2 billion for Media+);
* Democracy (€3.6 billion for CERV).

It aims to strengthen a European sentiment and civic engagement by investing in
transnational cooperation, European networks and pan-European platforms, mobility and
capacity-building, international collaboration and exchange, which have proven their
relevance and essential contribution to achieving EU ambitions.

The European Cultural Foundation (ECF), having been at the cradle of the EU’s flagship



programme Erasmus, setting it up together with the European Commission in 1987 and
managing it until 1995, we very much welcome an upscaled Erasmus+ with a budget of €40.8
billion. According to an EU survey, over 90% of Erasmus+ programme participants report an
increased sense of European belonging. The experience of such “mobility with meaning”
should be made accessible to every European to allow personal encounters across borders,
transnational friendships and networks to grow, and the transformation of shared experiences
into a European sentiment. This is why ECF advocates for an “Erasmus for all”, and for scaling
and innovating established pan-European exchange and mobility programmes.

The tabled Commission proposal is a first and important step in the right direction, but not
yet a deal, and far from a Cultural Deal for Europe calling for culture and cultural heritage to
be established as a priority at the highest level of the EU institutions and with an earmarked
2% for culture in the next EU budget. The current proposal is the beginning of a long
negotiation process between Member States and the European Parliament — and there is
concern that culture, independent media and civic space might come under fire or even be
sacrificed during the discussions.

However, despite real risks and signalled opposition by some Member States to increasing
the EU budget, the Commission’s proposal creates an opportunity. It offers the possibility of
greater investment in European democracy, culture and media. Strengthening culture,
independent media and civic infrastructure in Europe is not a trivial but a strategic choice.

From ECF'’s perspective of growing a European sentiment and as an advocate for a Cultural
Deal for Europe, for expanding people2people experiences like Erasmus, for libraries as
Europe’s social infrastructure, and for strategic investments in the independent media and
digital public space, the EU proposed Multi-annual Financial Framework 2028-2034
is promising and worth fighting for — with a 2% for culture in mind.

We need to build alliances and coalitions across the broader spectrum of civil society -
including philanthropy - to make our collective voice heard within the Member States and the
European institutions. We need to be aligned and to make sure the gains are not lost in the
course of the negotiations, or end up as a bargaining chip.

This is only the beginning. Between now and the end of 2027, we have the chance - but also
the responsibility - to contribute to a more strategic understanding of and investment in culture.
We will continue advocating for a Cultural Deal for Europe and making culture integral to the
EU’s long-term vision and strategy.

For further insights on culture in the proposed EU budget 2028-2034, read the detailed
assessment by Culture Action Europe (CAE) and engage with our campaign for a Cultural
Deal.




