
Why Europe needs  
a Cultural Deal 
A central place for culture in the EU’s post-pandemic future About us

Bozar, the Centre for Fine Arts’ cultural project, offers a dynamic 
and diversified cultural programme of concerts and exhibitions: a 
multidisciplinary approach in which debates, theatre, cinema, literature and 
other disciplines meet to reflect on the connections between art and society.
www.bozar.be

Culture Action Europe (CAE) is the major European network of cultural 
networks, organisations, artists, activists, academics and policymakers. 
CAE is the first port of call for informed opinion and debate about arts and 
cultural policy in the EU. As the only intersectoral network, it brings together 
all practices in culture, from the performing arts to literature, the visual arts, 
design and cross-arts initiatives, to community centres and activist groups. 
www.cultureactioneurope.org 

Europa Nostra is the European voice of civil society committed to 
safeguarding and promoting cultural and natural heritage. It is a 
pan-European federation of heritage NGOs, supported by a wide network 
of public bodies, private companies and individuals. It is recognised as the 
largest and the most representative heritage network in Europe. Europa 
Nostra actively contributes to the definition and implementation of 
European strategies and policies related to heritage, through a participatory 
dialogue with European Institutions and the coordination of the European 
Heritage Alliance 3.3 
www.europanostra.org

European Cultural Foundation (ECF) promotes a European sentiment 
through developing and supporting cultural initiatives that let us share, 
experience and imagine Europe. The first foundation with a European 
mission and vision (founded 1954), ECF believes in the power of culture 
to achieve a united Europe of diversity, democracy and freedoms, where 
solidarity, mutual respect and collaboration contribute to a shared sense of 
belonging. 
www.culturalfoundation.eu 

Today’s event takes place in partnership with the Rebuilding Europe with 
Culture Campaign.

Culture is what brings us together. It is at 
the basis of the European project and a 
catalyst for the future of Europe. Culture 
carries tremendous intrinsic value and 
contributes significantly to the economy. 
During the pandemic, we saw how culture 
has the capacity to bring us together as a 
community and help repair traumatised 
societies. Culture is not a leisure or a form 
of entertainment. It weights economically 
(representing 4.4% of EU GDP in pre-COVID 
times) but is first and foremost a sense-
maker: defining who we are and guiding 
what we care for. It is the driver of our 
choices and our dreams.

The gravity of the continuing crisis caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
challenges ahead call for an unprecedented 
and coordinated action.   Today more than 
ever, we need to act together.  

EU Institutions, Member States, regional 
and local authorities, cultural, creative and 
heritage organisations, civil society, as well 
as philanthropy must work together to find 
sustainable solutions for the future. 
 
The Cultural Deal proposes to put 
culture where it belongs: at the heart 
of the European project. For Europe 
to recover, heal and move forward, 
it needs investment in culture as a 
central component of our societies 
and economies, and an existential 
dimension of our common values and 
identity. The Cultural Deal for Europe 
is neither naïve nor romantic but about 
hard-core realism: if we fail to reset our 
course and leave culture at the margins of 
EU policymaking, it will be impossible to 
build a Europe that is inclusive and cohesive 
while also competitive and sustainable.

 
The Cultural Deal calls for the following: 

• Devoting at least 2% of the EU Recovery and Resilience Facility to culture
• Making sure all national recovery and resilience plans have a cultural and European 

dimension
• Upholding democracy and rights for a values-based Europe
• Including culture in the Green Deal and in the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda
• Embedding culture into the European Commission’s six political priorities (climate, 

digital, economy, justice, democracy, international relations)
• Investing in better employment and working conditions of artists and cultural workers
• Working with philanthropy, through strategic co-investments and the design of new 

instruments, on the recovery and future of Europe
• Making culture part and parcel of the Conference on the Future of Europe



A Cultural Deal for Europe,  
Annual Policy Conversation 
Make culture central in the EU’s green and sustainable future  

15:00 Welcome words by moderator Tamsin Rose (Friends of Europe) 
and Magdalena Liskova (BOZAR)

15:05 - 15:15 Opening video message by the President of the European 
Commission Ursula von der Leyen, 

15:15 Culture for Recovery and Sustainability of Europe

15:15 - 15:25 Presentation of the mapping “Culture in the EU’s National 
Recovery and Resilience Plans” by Gabriele Rosana, Policy 
Director Culture Action Europe

15:25 - 16:10 Moderated discussion with Tere Badia, Secretary General of 
Culture Action Europe, Elena Polivtseva, Head of Policy and 
Research, IETM and Inês Câmara, Co-founder of Mapa das 
Ideias:
Recovery of culture and the resilience of the cultural sector: what 
specific points need to be addressed in the next Work Plan for 
Culture?

16:10 - 16:20 Video message by European Commissioner for Cohesion and 
Reforms Elisa Ferreira

16:20 - 17:00 Moderated discussion with Sneška Quaedvlieg-Mihailovic, 
Secretary General of Europa Nostra, MEP Salima 
Yenbou (Greens/EFA, France), Jordi Pascual, Coordinator of 
United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) Committee on 
Culture (online), and the audience: what strategy and priorities 
need to be addressed to include culture and heritage in the 2030 
SDGs and the European Green Deal?

17:00 - 17:05 Cultural break with live illustrator Menah

17:05 Culture for the Future of Europe

17:05-17:15 Presentation of the paper on how to include culture as a pillar 
for the Future of Europe and mainstream culture in the six 
European Commission priorities by Gijs de Vries, Senior visiting 
fellow at the London School of Economics and Political Science 
(LSE)

17:15-17:50 Moderated discussion with André Wilkens, Director of the 
European Cultural Foundation, Gijs de Vries, Senior visiting 
fellow at the London School of Economics and Political Science 
(LSE), Tamas Szucs, Director for Culture, Creativity and Sport, 
DG Education and Culture, European Commission, and the 
audience: how can and should philanthropy play a key role in 
making culture central in the strategic priorities for the future of 
the European project?

17:50 Closing remarks

18:00 End of the debate, closing by the moderator Tamsin Rose and 
presentation of the visual story timelapse by Menah

18:00 - 20:00 Networking reception at BOZAR

18 November 2021, 15:00 - 18:00  
BOZAR Brussels & online (livestream)

#CulturalDealEU


