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The Netherlands

The research into literature on Dutch approaches to international cultural policy suggests a 
positive attitude towards cooperation with other European countries vis-à-vis the rest of the world, 
in fact, the Netherlands argues for multilateral cultural cooperation within national cultural policies.

In foreign policy, culture represents a third pillar alongside politics and economy. In an essay 
on Dutch international cultural policy, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Atzo Nicolaï 
discusses the effects of globalisation: “In a world that is becoming smaller and smaller and where 
the level of interdependence is growing, the significance of culture increases. Globalisation is 
engulfing us as a tidal wave. If we don’t pay attention, we might be swept away by it. Culture is 
the life buoy that helps us to hold out despite these forces.” 

With regard to the implementation of article 151 of the Treaty of Amsterdam, the Dutch 
position is that culture deserves more attention, especially in view of the enlargement of the 
Union. The Netherlands is committed to the view that European cultural cooperation should be 
based on the principle of subsidiarity. It argues that multilateral cultural cooperation within Europe 
has a chance of success only when the Member States of the EU include multilateral cultural 
cooperation within their national cultural policies.
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The Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Education, Culture and Science share the responsibility for 
international cultural policy. Together they formulate strategic goals and administer financial 
means through the Netherlands Culture Fund (known as the HGIS-C Fund in Dutch). The 
underlying principles of cooperation between the two ministries are:
• that culture and cultural cooperation are only worthwhile as a tool of foreign policy if they are 

also recognised as aims in themselves;
• that international cultural policy is only effective in combination with foreign policy and if the 

special aspects of the international context are taken into account.
The Council for Culture is a legal body of the state that advises the government and parliament 
on cultural policy in general. Every four years the Council advises the government on the 
allocation of funds for cultural institutes (Cultuurnota).

Other actors responsible for the administration of international cultural policy are the sectorial 
cultural institutes and the Service Centre for International Cultural Activities. 

The Service Centre for International Cultural Activities (SICA) was established in 1999 to 
promote the exchange of information between different actors and sectors and to strengthen the 
co-ordination between the sectors in international cultural cooperation. It is financed by the 
Ministry of Culture, Education and Science. 

P o l i c y  f o c u s  
The goals of Dutch international cultural policy are to:
• strengthen the cultural infrastructure and promote Dutch cultural activities abroad;
• promote the Netherlands as a meeting place of cultures and the art sector under the banner 

of the Netherlands as a cultural free port;
• conserve and maintain mutual cultural heritage;
• strengthen the cultural profile of the Netherlands abroad.

Within the context of the Foreign Ministry’s development cooperation culture also plays a 
role. The goals of its programme Culture and Development are to strengthen cultural identity and 



to support cultural self-awareness of communities in developing countries, and to promote 
understanding between different cultures. 

G e o g r a p h i c a l  f o c u s  
Geographically, Dutch international cultural policy could be said to focus on the following priority 
countries:
• Member States of the EU; the Netherlands houses an Institut Néerlandais in Paris. In 

addition, seven Dutch embassies (housed28 within the EU) responsible for implementing 
international cultural policy include: France, Germany, United Kingdom, Italy, Hungary, 
Czech Republic and Spain. Dutch policy statements highlight relations with France, the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Flanders/Belgium as well as Hungary and the Czech Republic;

• neighbouring non-EU countries; One Dutch embassy is housed in Russia and is responsible 
for implementing international cultural policy.�Dutch policy statements also highlight 
relations with Russia, Turkey, Morocco and Egypt because of the large immigrant 
populations stemming from these countries;

• further afield; One Dutch embassy in the USA (New York), one in Canada (Ottawa), one in 
Japan (Tokyo), one in South Africa (Pretoria)  and one in Indonesia (Jakarta) are responsible 
for implementing international cultural policy, and Dutch policy statements highlight relations 
with these same countries. Countries with which the Netherlands has a special historical 
(colonial) bond: Surinam, South Africa and Indonesia.
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