
C O U N T R Y  P R O F I L E S 

Malta

The Maltese Cultural Policy document of 2001 stresses a positive attitude towards cooperation 
with other EU members vis-à-vis other countries. The document talks about the need for Malta to 
take into consideration the trans-national bearings required by the new realities of the twenty-first 
century and clearly heralds the role of Malta in the Mediterranean as an interlocutor – especially 
in relations with Libya and the EU.

M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  a f f a i r s
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs claims to be committed to political activity that takes into account 
“the social and cultural enhancement of the Maltese nation”. At the same time, the Ministry also 
funds a radio station – VOM (Voice of the Mediterranean). This is a Maltese-Libyan joint venture 
claiming to “transmit the national aspirations of the republic of Malta in relation to the evolving 
scenario of the Euro-Mediterranean region” and to serve as a bridge between countries bordering 
the Mediterranean Sea.

M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
The Ministry of Education is also responsible for cultural policy and again is concerned with the 
promotion of Maltese culture, this time with the emphasis on cultural industries. Laudable efforts 
are been made to bring Maltese products into the market and they have launched many initiatives 
internally to develop strategic marketing skills and business strategies in cultural industries. The 
realisation of these programs is most evident at the Centre for Creativity and the University of 
Malta. The St. James Cavelier Centre for Creativity was opened in 2000 with a remit to 
democratise cultural events and provide opportunities for bilateral and multilateral projects. 

M a l t a  C o u n c i l  f o r  C u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  
A r t s  

In 2001, the newly established Policy Unit of the Ministry published Malta’s first national cultural 
policy. This established a new arm’s-length organ to carry out the policy, the Malta Council for 
Culture and the Arts (MCCA). The MCCA was set up in 2002 to replace the former Department of 
Culture within the Ministry of Education. It is the main body conducting cultural matters in Malta, 
including international cooperation activities. Amongst other responsibilities, the MCCA has an 
obligation to create trans-national educational schemes and to devise and implement strategies 
for promoting Maltese identity overseas. Funds given to the MCCA include marked funds for the 
promotion of bilateral enterprise. Malta also favours music policy as a vehicle through which 
cultural exchanges can be met and as such has invested in the establishment of an Academy of 
Music. It also funds an international jazz festival.

H e r i t a g e  M a l t a  
Heritage Malta was established in 2001 with the remit to enhance Malta’s heritage “by trans-
national initiatives in research methods and by programmes encouraging cultural tourism”. The 
Malta Tourist Authority also has a significant role to play in this small island’s external relations.

P o l i c y  f o c u s  
Maltese policy seems, on the one hand, to be very much centred on self-promotion i.e. the 
promotion of Maltese culture abroad and on the other,  its role in Euro-Mediterranean 
development. 



Malta claims to be taking full advantage of measures achieved out of connections with EU 
bodies and programmes – “thus affording new perspectives for the small island”.

G e o g r a p h i c a l  f o c u s  
Maltese foreign cultural policy has concentrated efforts on EU members and EU accession states 
(understandably given its efforts to join the EU). In particular, it highlights its relations with Libya 
and the Mediterranean basin. Repeatedly Malta’s statements discuss the development of the 
Barcelona process and the role that Malta plays as an interlocutor with Libya.

Other European neighbourhood cooperation includes agreements with the Ukraine, Armenia, 
Iceland, Switzerland, Turkey (cultural cooperation agreement waiting to be signed) and Russia 
(including Cooperation in Culture signed in 1994 and still operational).

Beyond Europe, Malta has bilateral relations with Australia, India (including a cultural 
agreement signed in 1992), Japan and the United States of America.
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