
C O U N T R Y  P R O F I L E S 

Luxembourg

The research into literature on Luxembourg’s approach to international cultural policy suggests a 
positive attitude towards cooperation with other European countries vis-à-vis the rest of the world. 
In fact, Luxembourg is active in European politics and is a strong advocate for the role of smaller 
European countries. It hosts a number of the offices of the European Commission including 
EUROSTAT (the statistics office), the publications office and the European Court of Justice etc. 
and three times a year hosts the meeting of the Council of Ministers.

M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  a f f a i r s
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the decisive body for international cultural relations but it 
collaborates actively with the Ministry of Culture in matters regarding cultural and artistic 
cooperation. Two departments of the MFA deal with culture: the Department for Cooperation and 
Humanitarian Actions (La Direction des la Coopération et de l’Action Humanitaire) and the 
Department for Legal Affairs and Culture (La Direction des Affaires juridiques et culturelles).

M i n i s t r y  o f  C u l t u r e  
The Ministry of Culture also has the mandate to promote artists from Luxembourg. And, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, negotiates, signs and executes cooperation 
programmes based on bilateral agreements.

N a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  F u n d  
The National Cultural Fund is a public arms-length institution with the duty to receive, administer 
and use grants and donations to promote the arts and sciences. This includes the remit to 
promote the arts and sciences abroad.

N a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  C o u n c i l  
The National Cultural Council is an advisory body that devises the cultural policies of 
Luxembourg.

L u x e m b o u r g  c u l t u r a l  a g e n c y  
Finally, following the success of Luxembourg - European City of Culture ‘95, an agency was 
created with its management committee consisting of representatives of the Ministry for the 
Culture, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Ministry for the Budget, the Tourist office of 
Luxembourg and the Town of Luxembourg. The objectives of the cultural agency are to maintain 
synergies between the state and the city, in organising the collection and the diffusion of cultural 
information and contributing to the promotion of  Luxembourg culture abroad.

P o l i c y  f o c u s  
Luxembourg is clearly focussed on contributing to the promotion of the Luxembourg culture 
abroad.
However, Luxembourg is very active in Europe. It was one of the ten founder members of the 
Council of Europe (which today total forty-four) and invests in this international organisation, 
whose objectives are: the protection of human rights; the guarantee and the safeguarding of 
democracy; promotion of the development of European cultural identity; and the fight against the 
problems which face the European community. Luxembourg is also a member of UNESCO and a 
member of the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF).



G e o g r a p h i c a l  f o c u s  
Probably due to the size of Luxembourg, it concentrates its immediate resources for international 
cultural cooperation in the European region. Luxemburg fosters very good relations with its 
neighbouring EU and non-EU states and demonstrates this through:
• the signing of the Karlsruhe Agreement in 1996 with Germany, France and Switzerland; 
• the signing of bilateral cultural agreements with Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, 

Italy, Lithuania, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Greece, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, the 
Czech Republic and the United Kingdom.

Further afield, Luxembourg has a strong and notable presence in development aid for third world 
countries throughout the globe. Because more immediate and urgent aid is required by these 
countries, culture is of lesser importance in this work.
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